Professor Gang Chen
Doctor of Science honoris causa

Professor Gang Chen is globally recognised as a pioneering figure in the field of
power engineering, particularly for his seminal contributions to nanoscale heat
transfer and energy sciences, and whose achievements in advancing a wide range
of technologies have had a profound impact on both the scientific community and
society at large.

He holds BS and MS degrees in Power Engineering from the Huazhong University
of Science and Technology, and a PhD from the University of California, Berkeley.
His doctoral study, supervised by then Chancellor Chang-Lin Tien, was supported
by a K C Wong Education Foundation Fellowship in Hong Kong. Professor Chen
was on the faculty of Duke University and UCLA before joining the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), where he was appointed Warren and Towneley
Rohsenow Professor from 2006 to 2009, and served as Head of the MIT
Department of Mechanical Engineering from 2013 to 2018. He is currently the
Carl Richard Soderberg Professor of Power Engineering at MIT, directing both the
Pappalardo Micro/Nano Engineering Laboratory and the Rohsenow-Kendall Heat
and Mass Transfer Laboratory.

Professor Chen has made pioneering contributions to nanoscale energy transport
and conversion, driving advances in energy, materials, and water technologies. His
foundational research opened new grounds in heat transfer. He has authored a
book, published over 500 technical papers, and he holds around 50 patents. He is
also deeply respected as a prolific and generous educator, nurturing the next
generation of bold and innovative scientists.

He has received numerous prestigious awards for his stellar contributions to
science and society, and been awarded honorary fellowships by many distinguished
scientific associations around the world, including inter alia, the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the US National Academy of Sciences, and
Academia Sinica.

In recognition of Professor Chen’s contributions to his discipline, higher education
and society, the University has resolved to confer upon him the degree of Doctor of
Science honoris causa.
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Professor the Hon Arthur K C Li
Doctor of Science honoris causa

Professor Arthur K C Li is a distinguished educator and surgeon who is renowned
and respected for his contributions to the development of education and the
medical sector in Hong Kong.

Professor Li was born into an illustrious family in Hong Kong, and after
completing his secondary school education, he pursued his medical studies at
Cambridge University in the UK. A scholarship subsequently took him to the US,
where he furthered his specialist training in hepatobiliary and upper abdomen
surgery, before returning to the UK. He was conferred the degree of Doctor of
Medicine by Cambridge University in 1981. The next year, he took up the post of
Founding Chair of Surgery at the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). In
the two decades that followed, he served CUHK successively as Chairman of the
Department of Surgery, Dean of Medicine, and Vice-Chancellor. He is currently
Emeritus Professor of Surgery at CUHK.

After stepping down as the Vice-Chancellor of CUHK, Professor Li has devoted
most of his time to public service. Professor Li was Secretary for Education and
Manpower of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) of the People’s Republic of China from 2002 to 2007. He is presently a
member of its Executive Council and of the HKSAR Basic Law Committee of the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress. At the University of Hong
Kong, Professor Li was Chairman of its Council from 2016 to 2021. Outside of
public service, he serves on a number of Boards of Directors, including as Non-
Executive Director and Deputy Chairman of the Bank of East Asia.

Professor Li has earned numerous awards and honours for his remarkable
contributions in medicine, education and social service. He 1s a member of the
Court of Patrons of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, a Regent of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and a recipient of the College's highest
honour — The President’s Gold Medal. Professor Li has been awarded honorary
fellowships by many respected medical associations and conferred Honorary
Doctorates by numerous prestigious universities worldwide. He was awarded the
Gold Bauhinia Star by the Government of the HKSAR in 2000 and the Grand
Bauhinia Medal in 2017.

In recognition of Professor Li’s contributions to education and society, the
University has resolved to confer upon him the degree of Doctor of Science
honoris causa.
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Patrick POON Sun Cheong
Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa

Dr Patrick Sun Cheong Poon is a pioneering actuary, distinguished business leader, and
committed philanthropist whose lifelong contributions to professional services,
education, and the community have left a lasting impact in Hong Kong and beyond.

Dr Poon holds a BSc (Honours) from the University of Hong Kong and was the first
Hong Kong-born citizen to be accredited with full professional actuarial qualifications by
the Institute of Actuaries in the UK in 1975. His professional career spans over 40 years
in the life insurance and financial services industry, including top leadership positions at
multinational corporations across the Asia Pacific Region and Greater China. After
retiring from executive duties in 2011, he has continued to shape the business and
nonprofit landscapes through board positions and philanthropic leadership.

A steadfast supporter of his alma mater, Dr Poon has played an instrumental role in
enhancing HKU’s academic, philanthropic, and governance missions. He has served on
the University Court and Council, is currently the Deputy Chairman of the HKU
Foundation, and has lent his experience and counsel to numerous key University bodies
and committees. He established the Patrick Poon Lecture Series in Actuarial Science in
2003, the Patrick S C Poon Professorship in Statistics and Actuarial Science in 2011,
and the Patrick S C Poon Scholarship Scheme in 2011 — significantly enriching
academic opportunities for both students and faculty in the field. He was conferred an
Honorary University Fellowship by HKU in 2011.

Dr Poon is, inter alia, a Fellow of the Actuarial Institutes of Australia, Chinese Mainland,
and Taiwan, China, an Associate of the Society of Actuaries, a Member of the American
Academy of Actuaries, and a Past President of the Hong Kong Actuarial Society. He
was conferred an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws by the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University in 2013, and awarded a Silver Bauhinia Star by the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China in 2018.

In recognition of Dr Poon’s contributions to his profession, higher education and society,
the University has resolved to confer upon him the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences
honoris causa.
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