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The Pacific Wars ended nearly 75 years ago; their legacies still have the power to raise outrage among poalitical
leaders and in the general public. We will examine this phenomenon in a triangle of relationships: Japan, South
Korea and the USA. Grave suffering was experienced in the war and the pain lingers. This seminar centers on the
language/languages in which we discuss that suffering and the responsibilities that remain. Words like Apology or
Infamy, Comfort women or Reparations translate erratically across linguistic and cultural differences. Centering on
the terms “apology” and “right,” and with the aid of semantics, this seminar will illuminate where some of the
deepest barriers to agreement lie.

e
SEGT
RN LA

B S

MODERN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

FACULTY OF ARTS, THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG



