Biography
DAVID HENRY HWANG is a playwright, screenwriter, and librettist, best known as the author of M. BUTTERFLY, which ran for two years on Broadway and won the 1988 Tony, Drama Desk, John Gassner, and Outer Critics Circle Award, as well as the 1991 L.A. Drama Critics Circle Award. The play also enjoyed a one-year run on London's West End and has been produced in over three dozen countries to date. His play, GOLDEN CHILD, premiered Off-Broadway at the Joseph Papp Public Theatre, received a 1997 OBIE Award for playwriting, and subsequently moved to Broadway, where it received three 1998 Tony Nominations including Best New Play. His newest play, YELLOW FACE, which premiered at Los Angeles’ Mark Taper Forum and new York’s Public Theatre, received a 2008 OBIE Award and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. 

His Broadway musicals include his book for Rodgers & Hammerstein’s FLOWER DRUM SONG, starring Lea Salonga, which earned him his third Tony nomination in 2003 for Best Book of Musical. He co-wrote the book for Disney’s international hit AIDA, with music and lyrics by Elton John and Tim Rice, which won four 2000 Tony Awards and ran over four years on Broadway, and was the bookwriter of Disney’s TARZAN, with songs by Phil Collins, and was a smash hit in Europe. 

Hwang's other plays include FOB (1981 OBIE Award), THE DANCE & THE RAILROAD (1982 Drama Desk Nomination; CINE Golden Eagle Award), FAMILY DEVOTIONS (1982 Drama Desk Nomination), THE HOUSE OF SLEEPING BEAUTIES (1983), THE SOUND OF A VOICE (1983), BONDAGE (1992), FACE VALUE (1993), and TRYING TO FIND CHINATOWN (1996). He also adapted Henrik Ibsen's PEER GYNT with Swiss director Stephan Müller (1998), and Peter Sis’ TIBET THROUGH THE RED BOX
for the Seattle Children’s Theatre (2004). His plays are published by Plume, Theatre Communications Group, Dramatists Play Service, and Playscripts.com.

Hwang penned the screenplays for the feature films M. BUTTERFLY, a 1993 Warner Brothers release; GOLDEN GATE (Samuel Goldwyn Co., 1994); THE LOST EMPIRE, a four-hour NBC television miniseries (Hallmark Entertainment, 2001); and POSSESSION (co-writer, USA Films, 2002). He has also done screenwriting work for producer Scott Rudin; directors Martin Scorsese, Sydney Pollack, Tim Burton, and Jean-Jacques Annaud; and actors Jessica Lange, Bette Midler, and Robin Williams.  He is currently adapting the late historian Iris Chang’s book THEATRE OF THE SILKWORM into a feature film.

Upcoming productions include BRUCE LEE: JOURNEY TO THE WEST, a Broadway musical with composer David Yazbek, directed by Bartlett Sher.

As a librettist, he has written three works with composer Philip Glass: 1000 AIRPLANES ON THE ROOF (1988), THE VOYAGE (1992), and THE SOUND OF A VOICE (2003). THE SILVER RIVER, with music by Bright Sheng, was produced at the 1998 Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, 2000 Spoleto Festival USA and the 2002 Lincoln Center Festival.  AINADAMAR, with music by Osvaldo Golijov, starring soprano Dawn Upshaw, premiered at the Santa Fe Opera and Lincoln Center in 2006; the recording on Deutsche Gramofone won two 2007 Grammy Awards, for Best Opera Recording and Best Classical Composition.   ALICE IN WONDERLAND, with music by Unsuk Chin, premiered at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich and was named 2007 “World Premiere of the Year” by Opernwelt Magazine.  THE FLY, with music by Howard Shore, directed by David Cronenberg, premiered in 2008 at Paris’ Theatre du Chatelet and the Los Angeles Opera.  Hwang co-wrote the song "Solo," released on the 1994 gold album COME by composer/performer Prince.  He made his acting debut in the 2001 digital short "Asian Pride Porn," directed by Greg Pak.

David Henry Hwang has been awarded numerous grants, including fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, the New York Foundation for the Arts, and the PEW Charitable Trust. In 1998, the United States’ oldest Asian American theatre company, East West Players, christened its new mainstage The David Henry Hwang Theatre. From 1994-2001, Hwang served by appointment of President Clinton on the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities. 

David Henry Hwang graduated from Stanford University and attended the Yale School of Drama.  

The works of David Henry Hwang  

· Full-length plays: FOB (1980) · Family Devotions (1981) · Rich Relations (1986) · M. Butterfly (1988) · Face Value (1993) · Golden Child (1996) · Peer Gynt (1998, with Stephan Muller; from Henrik Ibsen) · Tibet Through the Red Box (2004, from Peter Sis) · Yellow Face (2007) 

· Short plays: The Dance and the Railroad (1981) · The House of Sleeping Beauties (1983, from Yasunari Kawabata) · The Sound of a Voice (1983) · As the Crow Flies (1986) · Bondage (1992) · Trying to Find Chinatown (1996) · Bang Kok (1996) · Merchandising (1999) · Jade Flowerpots and Bound Feet (2001) 

· Film/television: Blind Alleys (1985, with Frederic Kimball) · M. Butterfly (1993) · Golden Gate (1994) · The Lost Empire (2001) · Possession (2002, with Laura Jones and Neil LaBute, from A.S.Byatt) 

· Music theatre: 1000 Airplanes on the Roof (1988, with Philip Glass and Jerome Sirlin) · The Voyage (1992, with Philip Glass) · The Silver River (1997, with Bright Sheng) · Aida (2000, with Linda Woolverton & Robert Falls, Elton John and Tim Rice, from Giuseppe Verdi) · Flower Drum Song (2001, with Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II, from Joseph Fields, Oscar Hammerstein, and II, C.Y. Lee) · Ainadamar (2003, with Osvalds Golijov) · The Sound of a Voice (2004, with Philip Glass) · Tarzan (2006, with Phil Collins, from Edgar Rice Burroughs) · Alice in Wonderland (2007, with Unsuk Chin, from Lewis Carroll) · The Fly (2008, with Howard Shore) 
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	2008
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	Obie Award and Pulitzer finalist

	2007
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	Two Grammy Awards, for Best Opera Recording and Best Classical Composition

	2000
	Disney's “Tarzan”
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	1997
	“Golden Child”
	Obie Award - Playwriting ,Village Voice

	1998
	“M. Butterfly”
	Tony Award- Best Play and Pulitzer finalist

	1998
	“M. Butterfly”
	Outer Critics Circle Award 

	1998
	“M. Butterfly”
	Drama Desk Award 

	1998
	“M. Butterfly”
	John Gassner Award

	1985
	
	National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship

	1984
	
	Guggenheim Fellowship

	1982
	“The Dance & the Railroad”
	Pulitzer finalist; 

Cine Golden Eagle Award

	1981
	“FOB”
	Obie Award


