
In this paper we wish to show how the relationship between research and 
teaching informs the design of language curricula and learning tasks. We 
report two investigations we carried out into the specific language and 
communication needs of medical students in problem-based learning 
(PBL) tutorials: the first into student discourse in PBL and the second into 
students’ conceptualisations of PBL. While PBL requires students to be 
both autonomous learners and effective communicators, the first study 
showed that gaps existed between expectations and performance in these 
areas. The second study, of a pedagogical task based on the initial 
research findings, suggests that we can only begin to improve the quality 
of students’ participation in PBL tutorials and enhance their 
communicative performance when students conceptualize PBL at a level 
that matches expectations and demands. We will discuss how linking 
research and pedagogy has engaged us in a cyclical process, whereby 
research informs the design of learning tasks in language classes where 
practice in turn generates further research. 
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