
In this presentation the speaker will introduce an academic language and 
culture training model employed by the International Teaching Assistants
(ITA) Program at Simon Fraser University (SFU). The ITA Seminars bridge 
a communication, cultural and educational gap for international teaching
assistants and graduate students at SFU by providing them with 
communication and teacher training in an authentic university seminar 
setting. The ITAs in turn provide better quality instruction in classrooms 
throughout the university.
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Dr WENDY JINWEN DU STEINBERG obtained her B.A. in English Language 
and Literature from Beijing Normal University in 1987. In 1992, she completed 
an M.A. in English As a Second Language (TESOL) at the University of Hawaii 
at Manoa. She then went on to do her Ph.D in Comparative Education at the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), which she completed in 1996 with 
a dissertation on lexical borrowing in China and Japan. She is currently Program 
Director for the International Teaching Assistants Program at Simon Fraser 
University in Vancouver. Dr Steinberg has extensive experience in Second 
Language Acquisition and teaching English as a second language in China, the 
US, and Canada, and has published several papers in this field.
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